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‘Together We can Make a Difference’
When the transformation desk of CGA sent out a communication to all  stakeholders around the coordination of transformation initiatives for citrus projects most of the stakeholders, from government to State own business enterprises, responded positively.
Mentorship Programme Limpopo Province:
After a long waiting period CGA was invited by the department of agriculture in Limpopo to discuss the way forward around the mentorship programme. CGA have been implementing mentorship since 2006 with the national department of agriculture(DAFF). Initially the programme operated smoothly, up until the programme was sent to provinces to implement – that is where the struggle started. As this is a main core activity of the CGA’s Transformation desk we did not lose hope irrespective of the struggle to access funding for mentorship.  
CGA and the department of agriculture Limpopo  have an MoU around extension service for citrus farms in the province. The department then decided to engage CGA around including mentorship as one of the components in the MoU so that the programme could be funded in this current financial year. This is good news for the emerging citrus  farms in the province, and CGA would like to invite the willing mentors in the province to also avail themselves in providing this service. Also if the emerging  farmers know of any commercial famers that can assist please don’t hesitate to communicate with the CGA transformation desk Lukhanyo@cga.co.za or 010 003 0206  
Directorate Plant Production DAFF: 

The CGA transformation desk received an invite from the Directorate Plant Production at DAFF.  The purpose of the meeting was for the transformation desk to present all the initiatives by the industry in trying to provide necessary support to all citrus farms in the country. What was so exciting at the meeting was that there were delegates from all nine provinces from DAFF. It was a good platform to indicate what the industry does for the growers and  we were able to state challenges that we are faced with when implementing some of these initiatives. Plant Production Directorate has promised and committed to assist us with all the challenges that we are faced with at the provincial level. 
Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA) Job Funding:

The CGA transformation desk was also  invited by the DBSA to provide advice on what can be done in providing support to the emerging growers especially in the Limpopo province. The DBSA has R9 Billion that needs to be spent by getting in to partnerships with the different sectors which will also ensure that there will be job creation as  is  called for by the government. Therefore DBSA is in the process of providing support for citrus projects in  Limpopo Province and is therefore requesting inputs from the industry of what can be done to assist the emerging growers in the province, which will also create jobs. If you need more information around the funding please don’t hesitate to communicate the transformation desk at Lukhanyo@cga.co.za or 010 003 0206        
AgriSETA funding for Social facilitation:

The funding for two citrus projects in Limpopo for social facilitation by AgriSETA has been approved and the process will commence shortly. The names of the farms are Gillimberg and Sunningdale. Many thanks to AgriSETA for their never-ending  support of citrus projects and to everyone who provided all the necessary information and support. [image: image2.png]A




