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FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO (38/15)         

 justchad_cga                   
Justin Chadwick 9 October 2015
QUOTE OF THE WEEK “Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad” Miles Kington/Brian O’Driscoll

	

	NOTICE OF CITRUS MARKETING FORUM (CMF)
The last CMF of the year is taking place next week on Thursday 15 October 2015 from 10h00 at Olive Grove, Infruitec in Stellenbosch. The agenda includes a look back at the original estimates and to date (almost final) packed volumes for 2015 (including the ever popular competition to see whose estimate proved closest to the mark; and exposure of those who failed dismally – some surprises this year!!); feedback from the markets; feedback on the Competition Commission opinion on information sharing; DAFF input from inspection and plant health; and PPECB feedback.
LATEST EUROPHYT REPORT

The Europhyt Report detailing pest interceptions in the EU for September has been released; during last month Uruguay recorded 7 interceptions for CBS, Argentina and Brazil 5 each; South Africa 3 and Swaziland 1.
PHYTOSANITARY REGISTRATION
PUCs and PHCs are required to register for phytosanitary markets. This can be done using the online registration tool which can be found here: http://dev.cga.co.za/PhytClean/index.php
A document has been prepared as a guide for registration which is downloadable off this site. Registrations must be completed by 30th October 2015 which means the hardcopy documents must be submitted to DAFF by then. No late registrations will be accepted.

Portia at CGA can help if you have registration queries (031 765 2514), or Paul Hardman for technical issues, or Patrick Magadani for questions around phytosanitary registration rules (012 319 6235). Please don’t leave it too late!!
RESPONSIBLE GROWERS

Over the past few years South Africa has been in the EU spotlight with regard to CBS. Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) have developed a Risk Management System (RMS) for CBS that is recognized by the EU as robust and comprehensive. Growers have stepped up to the plate, introducing and implementing the RMS – with excellent results. Unfortunately (as in any regulations) there is a small minority that does not play by the rules, and finds creative ways to try and “sidestep” the requirements. DAFF (supported by industry) has embarked on a hard line approach to anybody who tries to avoid complete implementation of the RMS – as an example those who repeatedly appear on the “alert list” will not be permitted to register for the EU. In addition – growers who have fraudulently registered production units will be found and also excluded from the EU market. A production unit is a distinct piece of land covered by a title deed. If you have more than one production unit registered on a single title deed it would be in your interest to deregister those additional units. CGA has been asked to consider legal action against growers that put the export of South African citrus to the EU at risk.
PACKED AND SHIPPED
Well there you have it – another record volume of citrus fruit exported from southern Africa. This years packed volumes exceed those of 2014 by just over 1%; and are 3.6% higher than the original estimate. There is still a little packing to be done and so the end result should be even higher!! All citrus sectors except navels either equaled (lemons) or exceeded (Valencia, grapefruit and lemons) both the estimate and 2014 volumes. Congratulations to all involved in “getting the job done”. This includes the farm workers, growers, packhouses, transporters, cold stores, terminals, freight forwarders, export agents, shipping lines, receivers, government officials (DAFF, DTI, DIRCO), PPECB, laboratories, researchers, CGA, FPEF, retailers, wholesalers, input suppliers and all others who assisted in growing, harvesting, packing, transporting and distributing 1 756 500 tons of southern African citrus.
To end Week 40 Million 15 Kg Cartons
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Grapefruit

18.2 m
15.6 m
16.2 m
15.3 m
16 m
15.3 m

16.2 m
15.6 m

Soft Citrus

8.4 m
9.9 m
10 m
9.6 m
10 m
10 m

10 m
10 m

Lemons

10.6 m
13.2 m
14.9 m
12.9 m
14.6 m
13.6 m

15 m
13.2 m

Navels

25.4 m
26 m
24.5 m
26 m
24.5 m
25.1 m

24.5 m
26 m

Valencia

49.6 m
49.5 m
51.5 m
43 m
47.3 m
49.1 m

51.5 m
50.9 m

Total

112.2 m
114.2 m
117.1 m
106.8 m
112.4 m
113.1 m

117.2 m
115.7 m


SOUTHERN AFRICAN CITRUS GROWERS HAVE INVESTED IN THEIR FUTURE THROUGH THE ESTABLISHMENT AND CONTINUED FUNDING OF CGA, XSIT, CRI, RIVER BIOSCIENCE, CGACC AND CITRUS ACADEMY
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