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FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO (12/16)                         
Justin Chadwick 8 April 2016
“It is easy to be positive when things are good, try being positive when things are bad” Benny Escott

	

	CGA WEBSITE
CGA's Website has been re-skinned and upgraded. Stakeholders are encouraged to take a look – and to give feedback on improvements or additional information that may be of use www.cga.co.za 

All Growers and Exporters who had passwords to enter the Member area on the old website now have to re-register to receive their new automatically generated passwords. Go to www.cga.co.za, click on Member Login and then click on Sign Up. Enter your name and email address and Send. You will receive an email confirming your confidential password once the request has been verified.
THE WEDDING
Going around the Sundays River last week was like being in London in July 1981 – everybody was talking about “THE WEDDING”. And it lived up to all its hype – Pieter Nortje (CGA Chairman) and his bride Madi Swart were married on his farm on Saturday 2 April. Pieter (like most southern African citrus growers) is so fond of his citrus trees that he even invited them to his wedding – the ceremony took place right inside a lemon orchard while the reception was held overlooking the farm. Congratulations to Pieter and his beautiful wife Madi – and best wishes for health and happiness in the future.
RESPONSIBLE STEPS TAKEN BY ORGANIC LEMON GROWERS IN SOUTH AFRICA (Message from Deon Joubert)
The CGA visited Brussels between 20 and 24 March 2016. The shocking events in Brussels on the 22nd March was a stark reminder of the disregard for human life and European values that’s held and fostered in some fanatical circles.  The hearts and prayers of the entire southern African Citrus Industry is with the victims and their families. We sincerely hope for a speedy recovery to all the injured and the victim’s families find consolation in the weeks to follow.

The visit to Brussels was to engage with all stakeholders and the EU Commission in particular on the SA Industry plans for 2016.  It was also used to take stock of the SA performance on CBS over the past few seasons and gauge the developments and sentiments in Europe.

It’s suffice to say that the SA count on CBS, that reduced from 35 [in 2013], 28 [in 2014] to 15 [in 2015] were unilaterally applauded as a job well done. SA has continuously acknowledged its responsibility to work within the current EU framework and show responsible mitigation of the perceived CBS risk posed.   Over the past 3 years the Growers, Exporters, DAFF with PPECB worked and reworked the SA Risk Management System [RMS] to strengthen its effectiveness, and the positive trend of results over this time demonstrates that it has worked.   This comes at a bold R1 billion in costs for the SA citrus industry – again underscoring compliance on a vector, regardless of world science underscoring it does not pose a risk to Europe. 

The CGA growers have further demonstrated their responsible demeanour by exceeding requirements in the RMS and taking bold decisions to stop commodities or suspend exports when it viewed this to be required. All the above was conveyed to the EU Commission and stakeholders in Europe while SA undertook to continue on this path during 2016.

The Citrus Industry also thanked the Member States and their inspection services for their cooperation and assistance in 2015. This amongst other by giving full access to each CBS interception dossier and the viability tests conducted on these CBS Interceptions.  

This allowed SA to diligently analyse each case and improve the SA RMS.  The visits to Member States’ laboratories by a SA technical delegation under the competent leadership of DAFF during 2015 further enhanced confidence on both sides. In the same spirit the SA Citrus Industry have again decided to announce a decision today that marks that core of responsible conduct from our SA grower fraternity.

Following internal analysis, studies and reflection on the 2015 interceptions on organic citrus, the responsible group of organic citrus growers of SA [in the non CBS free areas] has after consultation with the CGA, voluntarily decided to suspend exports of organic lemons to the EU for the 2016 season.

This will allow them to further work on risk mitigating measures of CBS in their product range, while significantly reducing the risk of SA CBS interceptions in Europe during 2016.  This will have huge financial consequences on these growers, and is a sign of their resolve for the long term welfare of the citrus industry in SA. This decision was strongly supported by all stakeholders in SA and applauded for its long term sustainability drive and focus of the SA citrus industry at large.

DAFF has been informed of the decision and along with the RMS 2016, just released by DAFF after extensive review with the citrus industry, will again form the strong basis of the 2016 citrus programme to Europe.

SA is confident that all these measures will once again result in Europe experiencing SA citrus during 2016 for its most well-known characteristics namely quality fruit of superior taste and supporting a healthy lifestyle.


SOUTHERN AFRICAN CITRUS GROWERS FUND THEIR FUTURE THROUGH THE CGA GROUP (CRI, RIVER BIOSCIENCE, XSIT,   CGA CULTIVAR COMPANY, CGA GROWER DEVELOPMENT COMPANY AND CITRUS ACADEMY)                    
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